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Technology tops language learning

The types of technologies available
to modern foreign teachers have
significantly improved in recent
years, resulting in the creation of
many new learning opportunities
both in and out of the classroom.
For example, the internet now gives
access to a rich resource of
authentic information including
foreign language video clips, train
timetables, restaurant menus and
podcasts.

Hardware such as
interactive
whiteboards,
laptops, digital
cameras,
microphones and
video recorders are
now commonplace
in schools enabling
pupils and staff to
produce excellent outcomes when used
effectively. Likewise, the spread of
broadband connectivity has facilitated the
ease of publishing pupils’ work to a
worldwide audience and given them a real
purpose for using their language. Faster
connection speeds have also made free
videoconferencing with a webcam a
possibility, raised intercultural understanding
and helped to forge international links with
native speakers in other schools. Similarly,
the flexibility of digital resources and the
willingness to share work online has allowed
colleagues to recycle and tailor materials to
best suit their pupils’ individual needs.

For whole class teaching, presentation
software can enhance the traditional use of
an overhead projector or flashcards by
introducing movement, animation and sound
effects. Colour can be used to remind
students of grammatical points, such as
word type or gender. This is particularly
effective as a visual prompt if used
consistently in other presentations and wall
displays around the classroom.

Teachers are able to increase the pace of
their lessons by launching audio and movie
clips quickly and easily without the need for
separate hardware. In addition, any
annotations made during the lesson can be
saved and returned to later for revision
purposes. The IWB software lets you drag
and drop text cards or images around the
screen and when combined with a wireless
mouse and keyboard the board can be
accessed remotely allowing pupils to play
games or do text manipulation exercises
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from their seats, a particularly useful
technique for the shyer ones.

Taking pupils to an ICT suite allows them
to work more independently and practise
interactive activities such as listening and
reading comprehensions, matching,
reordering and gap-filling exercises at their
own pace. Traditionally dry exercises are
transformed into something far more
engaging and the immediate feedback
allows pupils to monitor their own progress
more easily and compare it with their peers.
Students also tend to complete more
activities in the available time than they
would have done if they had been done on
paper and the mechanical and repetitive
nature of the tasks can give them the
rigour they need to embed the content
more deeply.

Some teachers like to create distance
learning opportunities for their pupils to
download and use for independent revision
at home or on the move via an mp3 player or
mobile phone. This could be publishing text,
audio or video resources online on a
departmental blog or the school’s virtual
learning environment (VLE). For example,
students could use model questions and
answers for speaking examinations which
the pupils can listen to as many times as
they like whenever and wherever they are.

Blogs give pupils and others the
opportunity to leave comments as a form of
electronic assessment for learning. Blogs
also provide a showcase of pupils’ work and
raise the profile of the languages department
within the school. Pupils are motivated to
produce their own resources such as
cartoons, photo-stories, podcasts or video

projects using technology and find working
with tools they are already familiar with
engaging, particularly if they know that what
they produce will be put online. By working
in small collaborative groups in this way,
pupils can peer assess each other’s
contributions and access higher order
thinking skills in the process. This is
particularly effective for gifted and talented
pupils who like the nature of this type of
open-ended activity.

Technology can play an important role on
an educational visit to a foreign country too.
For example, a teacher can keep parents
informed of their child’s whereabouts by
sending regular updates to a blog from a
mobile phone or laptop connected to the
internet using free wifi or a USB mobile
internet connection. Moblogging or mobile
blogging as it is called can be very
reassuring to parents and provide pupils with
the opportunity to reflect on their
experiences abroad.

It is important to consider that some
language teachers may feel overwhelmed by
the expectations put on them to improve
their ICT skills to meet the demands of 21st
century learning. This is a genuine concern
and schools need to consider how they can
help staff gain the training they need. There
is help at hand, however, through the form of
RSS feeds, blogs, podcasts, micro-blogging
services and how to guides on video-sharing
sites as well as commercial courses. One
thing is certain though, technology and the
internet are not going to suddenly go away
and colleagues must now reflect on how
they can develop their use of ICT to create
greater learning opportunities for their pupils
in the future. Hopefully, this article will
provide some pointers to help them on
their way.
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Primary French

Resources

The 2007/2009 QCA schemes of work
form an effective step-by-step guide to
delivering the MFL entitlerment at KS2.

The materials are very
comprehensive, with full
vocabulary lists and details
of teaching activities which
can be used as ready-made
lesson plans. However they
lack the resources which are
often referred to in the
‘possible teaching activities’
section. The first unit alone
refers to a number of
interactive whiteboard
activities and multimedia
resources including a
recording of the song Sur le
pont d’Avignon and video
clips of children introducing
themselves. The ‘points to
note’ section merely states
that such resources may be

available on the Internet or
from a public library. With
languages set to become a
statutory requirement from
2011, Orangery Education
Ltd www.orangeryeducation.
co.uk has fully resourced
the QCA schemes of work,
with all vocabulary recorded
by native speakers, video
clips of French children
speaking and singing songs,
and all the authentic
photographs you need, all in
an engaging, user-friendly
interactive whiteboard
package. There is even a
separate resource for
teachers to practise their
target language!

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Primary French Resources from Orangery Education Ltd

Les mois de 'lannée

Seamless integration with al ™\

QCA Schemes of Work
Native speaker recordings

Authentic video clips

Un kilometre 4 ie
Un kilomeétre 4 :ieg:

Hundreds of photographs

D eux k_ilométres a pie
peux kilometres a pie

F _is kilometres g p;

- A

Interactive whiteboard activities

syl

un
deux
trois
Quatre
cing

Core Lﬂnguage

Teacher target language practice ..

Ca va?

Monsipyr

Madame

oui

Download a free sample: www.orangeryeducation.co.uk



